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The  sounds  of  drumming  and  singing  and 
the  smell  of  wood  smoke  is  a  common  occurance 
most  every  Saturday  on  the  campus  of  Montana 
State  Prison.  The  Prayer  Warriors  conduct  their 
Sweat  Lodge  during  the  Saturday  daylight  hours; 
men  from  the  high-security  side  of  the  fence 
in  the  mornings  and  the  men  from  the  low-secur- 
ity side  in  the  afternoons. 

The  inmate  population  as  a  whole  pays  scant 
attention  anymore  to  these  overt  signs  of  worship 
on  the  part  of  the  Native  American  men.  The 
Sweat  Lodge  is  an  accepted  part  of  religious 
practices  at  the  Deer  Lodge  prison.  The  Prayer 
Warrior's  ceremonies  are  as  much  a  part  of 
the  agenda  at  the  Religious  Activities  Center 
as  are  the  services  of  the  Christian  denominatio- 
ns. 

This  wasn't  always  the  case,  and  it  has 
been  an  uphill  struggle  on  the  part  of  the  Native 
Americans  in  general  and  the  Prayer  Warriors 
in  particular  to  obtain  their  status  today.  And, 
they  feel  they  have  quite  a  ways  to  go  in  their 
fight  for  equal  rights,  as  do  most  of  the  minority 
groups  in  this  nation. 

To  the  Native  Americans  and  the  Prayer 
Warriors  this  issue  of  the  Siberian  Express  is 
respectfully  dedicated.  (Wild  Bill  Leinin>reH 
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CONCERNS  OF  THE  NATIVE  AMERICANS 
by  David  Madera 

Through  the  years  I've  read  many  articles  by 
men  who  claim  to  know  why  this  institution 
is  so  overcrowded.  This  is  one  Native  American's 
point  of  view: 

First  I   would  like  to  say  that  for  over  20  years, 
I've    seen    the    Native    American    population    here 
at  MSP  be  anywhere  from   17-30%  of  the  popula- 
tion. 

The  reason  for  this  I  believe  is  that  Native 
American's  receive  harsher  sentences,  remain 
in  prison  longer  and  move  through  the  system 
much  slower. 

After    carefully    thinking    about    these    problems, 
I've    come     to     these    conclusions;     when     Native 
Americans    seek    answers    to    why    these    numbers 
are   so   high   or   any   other   questions  to    vhy   they 
receive     harsher    sentences    ,     stay     here     longer 
or  go  from  the  high-security  side  of  the  institut- 
ion   to    the    low-security    side    cf    the    institution 
slower    than    others.     No    one    has    the    answers, 
or    I    can't    find    anyone    who   can    give    me    these 
answers.    The    dominate    society    who   has   control 
over    Native   American's   lives   here   at   MSP   have 
no  idea  that  a  problem  exists.   Counselors  believe 
Native   Americans   should   think,   act,   and  respond 
like     non     Native     Americans.     When     a     Native 
American     is     raised     in     a     reservation     setting 
by  his  grandparents,  his  values  and  moral  teachi- 
ngs    are     so     much     different     than     non     Native 
•Americans.     So     what     it     all     boils    down     to    is 
this,    all    programs   here    at    MSP    are    geared    for 
the  non  Native  American  mind. 
Also,    I    believe    that    for    so    many    years    there 
has  been  such  a  high  number  of  Native  America- 
ns here  that  it(s)  become  normal  to  the  dominate 
society  and  they  do  not  believe  a  problem  exis*" 
To    get    back    to    numbers,    if    25%   of    the   pr 
population    is    Native    American,    does    this    nu 
that    one    out    of    four    crimes    in    Montana    a.o 
committed     by     Native     Americans     in     a     year? 
When     the    Native    American    population    of    the 
State    of    Montana    is    only    4%?    This    seems    to 
be    next    to    impossible.    This    goes    back    to    my 
concern.  Who  do  we,  meaning  the  Native  Ameri- 
cans, go  to  voice  our  concerns?  Ask  our  questio- 
ns? 

I  would  like  to  see  the  system,  the  Governor, 
judges,  legislators,  Board  of  Pardons,  Dept. 
of  Institutions,  Sentence  Review  Board  and 
prison  staff,  at  least  think  about  the  problem 
and  see  if  they  can  come  up  with  some  answers 
to  these  questions  and  concerns.  Even  solutions. 
I  know  by  living  in  prison  that  we  are  all  suppo- 
sed  to  he  here  for  a  reason.   I  believe   we  should 


all  be  accountable  for  our  actions,  and  be  respo- 
nsible for  our  wrongdoings.  But  to  be  rahbilitated 
and  to  become  better,  more  productive  human 
beings,  our  concerns  and  problems  should  be 
addressed.  It's  hard  to  address  one's  problems 
and  acome  better  men  when  we  know  no  one 
recognizes  our  efforts  or  considers  why  we 
think  and  do  things  the  way  we  do.  To  change 
an  entire  system  is  next  to  impossible.  To  change 
people's  thinking  is  also  next  to  impossible. 
But  to  get  people  who  are  in  authority  to  realize 
a  problem  exists,  this  should  not  be  too  hard 
to  accomplish  if  the  dominate  society  and  all 
under  the  Constitution  are  equal. 

DATA  AND  STATS 

The  following  is  a  report  from  Coleen  Williams 
Fine,  Programmer /Analyst  II  to  Warden  Jack 
McCormick,  responding  to  his  request  for  inform- 
ation regarding  the  Native  American  population. 

Using  PCSUPPORT  to  download  data  from 
ACIS  I  was  able  to  retrieve  the  information 
you  requested  regarding  the  Native  American 
population.  The  query  was  generated  at  13:55 
on  4-13-90  when  the  on-site  population  was 
1123. 

There  were  totals  of  534  inmates  on  the 
low-side  and  502  inmates  on  the  high-side. 
This  does  not  take  into  account  Reception  and 
Receptior  Overflow.Native  Americans  compromise 
13  %  of  the  population.  Native  Americans  comp- 
romise 23%  of  the  High-Side  population,  or 
115.  Native  Americans  compromise  17%  of 
the  Low-Side  population,  or  89.  Native  America- 
ns compromise  17.6%  of  the  Reception  populatio- 
n.  On  this  date  there  were  57%  of  the  Native 
American  population  on  the  high-side  and  43% 
of  the  Native  American  population  on  the  low-si- 
de. 
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QUESTIONS  FROM  THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  POPULATION 
AT  THE  MONTANA  STATE  PRISON 

by  Dave  Madera 


(1)  Could  there  possibly  be  a  halfway  house  or  a  pre-release  center  obtained 
or  constructed  for  Native  American  inmates?' 

REASON:  Native  American  inmatesj  who  now  go  to  the  existing  pre-release  centers 
around  the  state  have  returned  to  the  institution  here  at  Deer  Lodge  without 
completing  the  pre-release  program. 

We  believe  the  reason  being  the  lack  of  knowledge  the  pre-release  counselors 
have  about  Native  American  and  Traditional  values.  The  men  can  not  relate  to 
the  counselors  and  what  is  expected  of  them. 

A  halfway  house  or  pre-release  center  that  had  alcohol  counselors  with  Traditional 
Knowledge  and  Traditional  Spiritual  Guidance  with  access  to  Sweat  Lodge  Ceremonies 
and  Traditional  Teachings  would  help  the  Native  American  Inmate  find  himself 
and  help  him  to  break  away  from  the  institutionalization  many  have  gotten  to 
know  through  boarding  schools,  state  schools,  prison,  etc.. 

Having  a  halfway  house  or  pre-release  center  for  Native  Americans  would  create 
jobs,  for  ex-felons  who  have  studied  Sociology,  Dynamics  Courses  on  goal  setting. 
Business,  Alcohol  Counseling  and  Traditional  Spiritual  Practices  who  could  help 
their  brothers. 

This  would  create  jobs  for  existing  Native  American  Counselors  who  have  studied 
Alcoholism,  Child  Abuse,  and  Sociology. 

(2)  Would  it  be  possible  to  get  Native  American  Judges  on  the  Sentence  Review 
Board?  To  review  all  sentences  of  the  Native  Americans  incarcerated  here  at 
the  Montana  State  Prison? 

REASON:  Native  Americans  receive  harsher  sentences  than  non-Native  Americans. 
Native  Americans  spend  more  time  on  their  sentences  than  other  races.  Native 
Americans,  when  they  plead  not  guilty  and  will  not  accept  a  plea  bargain,  they 
are  threatened  with  the  maximum  sentences  the  law  allows.  So  even  if  a  Native 
American  is  innocent  or  should  be  charged  with  a  lesser  charge  or  crime,  he  will 
plead  guilty  and  accept  whatever  the  presiding  /judge  (Non-Native  American)  decides 
to  give  him.  This  goes  back  to  the  institutionalization  by  previous  experiences 
with  the  system. 

(3)  Is  there  any  possible  way  some  Native  Americans  can  be  appointed  to  the 
Parole  Board?  Not  just  Token  Native  Americans  but  Intelligent  Native  Men  or 
Women  who  understand  the  Native  American  mind.  Native  Men  or  Women  whose  voice 
will  be  heard  when  decisions  on  Native  American  Men's  lives  are -at  stake? 

REASON:  Native  American  men  who  are  going  before  the  Parole  Board  sometime 
do  not  know  how  to  speak  up  for  themselves.  They  do  not  know  what  the  Parole 
Board  expects  of  them. 

The  Parole  Board  wants  Native  Americans  to  take  on-going  programs  here  at  the 
institution  which  are  geared  for  the  Non-Native  American  mind.  The  existing 
programs  are  set-up  for  people  who  have  lived  in  urban  settings  or  ; areas,  not 
traditionally  taught  Native  Americans  who  have  the  values  of  a  reservational 
settings. 
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(4)  Is  there  a  possibility  to  get  Native  American  counselors  hired  here  at 
Montana  State  Prison?  To  work  with  the  existing  Counselors  and  sociologists 
and  psychologists  here  at  the  Prison? 

REASON:  The  existing  counselors  do  not  understand  the  Native  American  mind. 
True,  there  are  a  few  counselors  who  are  seeking  knowledge  of  the  Traditional 
ways.  But  on  the  whole,  the  unit  counselor*-  do  not  care  to  learn  another  mans 
culture,  or  Traditional  Value's.  And  when  a  Native  American  is  silent  they  brand 
him  Un-Cooperative.  This  keeps  him  from  obtaining  a  lesser  custody,  which  keeps 
him  in  a  more  confined  area  of  the  prison  which  is  called  here,  the  high  security 
side  of  the  prison.  If  you  check  the  prison  population,  I  believe  you  will  find 
that  3/4  of  the  Native  Americans  incarcerated  here  are  on  the  high  security  side 
of  the  prison.  They  also  stay  on  the  high  security  side  longer  . 

I  do  not  believe  the  Administration  or  the  classification  and  Treatment  specialist 
even  realize  this.  It  is  just  one  of  the  things  that  is  low  priority  when  other 
problems  exist. 

To  have  Native  American  counselors  working  here  would  help  all.  They  could  help 
all  to  understand  a  people  who  have  their  own  unique  way  of  life  and  the  respect 
they  have  for  others  and  their  environment,  and  Spiritual  Way. 

(5)  Could  the  tribes  get  speakers  to  come  to  the  institution  when  new  officers 
are  being  trained  to  be  guards?  or  could  there  be  a  video  tape  made  explaining 
the  Sweat  Lodge,  the  Pipe  Ceremony,  and  Drumming  and  Singing  -  and  the  use  of 
Sweet  Grass,  Sage,  Cedar,  etc.? 

REASON:  There  are  No  Native  American  Guards  working  here,  or  very  few,  if  any. 
The  new  guard  who  comes  to  work  here  have  no  knowledge  about  the  Sweat  Lodge, 
or  the  Pipe  Ceremonies,  or  Drumming,  or  singing.  They  don't  understand  why  we 
burn  Sweet  Grass,  Cedar,  or  Sage.  They  are  told  by  other  officers  who  work  here 
and  do  not  care  for  Native  Americans  that  we  use  Sweet  Grass,  Sage  and  Cedar 
to  cover  up  the  smell  of  Marijuana.  They  do  not  understand  why  we  Sweat,  because 
of  their  traditional  Christian  teachings. 

Yes,  discrimination  and  racist  attitudes  still  exist,  even  if  there  are  just 
a  few  they  can  and  do  have  an  influence  on  their  fellow  officers.  As  I've  been 
told  by  officers  who  respect  our  ways,  that  peer  pressure  has  an  effect  on  them. 

So  video  tapes,  or  speakers  would  greatly  diminish  the  now  existing  problems 
we  now  have.  Those  of  us  who  are  seeking  to  rehabilitate  ourselves  through 
Traditional  Means,  the  Sweat  Lodge  etc.,  are  sometimes  limited. 

(6)  Could  there  be  money  found  to  help  hire  a  Spiritual  Leader  or  a  man  or 
woman  with  Traditional  Knowledge  to  work  in  the  Religious  Activities  Center? 
There  is  no  one  now  who  works  in  t  R.A.C.  to  help  coordinate  the  Spiritual 
Activities  for  the  Native  Americans.  his  job  has  been  being  done  by  a  few  men 
of  the  Prayer  Warriors  Society,  the  existing  Spiritual  Group  here  at  the  M.S. P. 
The  men  who  do  this  coordinating  work  for  the  Prayer  Warriors  Society  are  some- 
what limited.  Because  of  little  or  no  cooperation  from  the  now  existing  Chaplin 
and  Priest.  Without  the  help  from  the  Deputy  Wardens  and  a  select  few  counselors, 
and  security  staff  sponsors,  we  would  not  have  our  now  existing  ceremonies. 

NOTE :    The  Sweat  Lodge  here  in  this  institution  is  the  first  one  in  the 

United  States  that  was  obtained  by  negotiation  rather  than  litigation.  This 
was  done  by  a  select  few  who  were  willing  to  sacrifice  through  fasts  and  prayer 
and  dedication  for  their  fellow  Native  Brothers  to  get  a  Sweat  Lodge  here  so 
when  ever  a  brother  wanted  a  place  to  pray  for  their  loved  one's  or  get  in  control 
or  their  life,  they  would  have  a  place  to  go  to  to  do  this.  Also  a  thank  you 
has  to  go  to  the  administration  who  realized  the  need  and  the  sincerity  of  those 
who  sought  to  get  their  Traditional  Ways  realized,  and  a  Sweat  Lodge  placed  here. 
Also  a  thank  you  to  the  Medicine  Men  who  helped  to  bring  the  Sacred  Sweat  Lodge 
here. 
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(7)  Could  the  tribes  help  with  the  funding  for  the  Prayer  Warriors?  The  Prayer 
Warriors  account  was  set  up  6  +  years  ago  to  help  out  the  Spiritual  Leaders  and 
Sweat  Lodge  Sponsors  with  gas  money  to  come  here  to  Deer  Lodge  so  we  can  have 
our  weekly  Sweat.   We  do  not  use  the  money  for  anything  else. 

REASON:  We  get  no  State  Funding.  We  have  existed  for  years  by  donations,  inmate 
welfare  fund  and  food  sales  approved  by  the  administration.  It  has  been  hard 
to  survive.  Our  dedicated  sponsors  who  have  come  and  gone  have  been  very  dedi- 
cated and  have  at  times  come  and  received  little  or  nothing.  The  Sweat  Lodge 
is  very  important  to  Us.  It  has  helped  many.  Not  only  Native  Americans  but 
the  Prison  as  a  whole.  The  Native  Americans  are  less  agitated  and  aggressive 
when  they  see  their  brothers  sweating.  As  they  know,  we  pray  for  all  of  them. 
To  see  the  teepee  up,  and  the  fire  going,  gives  all  the  Native  Brothers  a  feeling 
of  being  alive.  And  a  part  of  their  culture  and  traditions  being  practiced  in 
a  negative  setting.  Whether  they  participate  or  not.  Also  the  credibility  of 
the  Prayer  Warriors  has  grown  because  there  has  been  no  incidents  of  misconduct " 
around  the  Sweat  Lodge  area,  because  of  the  respect  all  the  participants  have 
for  the  Sweat  Lodge. 

But  on  the  other  hand  we  have  maay  problems:  Coordination,  lack  of  respect  from 

the  staff,  harassment    from  unit  officers.   The  reason  is  the  lack  of  knowledge 

and  disrespect.   We  have  learned  to  live  with  it  only  because  we  truly  desire 
a  better,  more  Traditional  Way  Of  Life. 
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"Simply  because  we 
believe  one  religion  to  be  true 
doesn't  necessarily  mean  all  the  others  are 
false." 
(James  Hilton  in  'Lost  Horizons') 
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SWEET  SISSY  LAME  BEAR 


by  George  Trombley 

I  on'.'  knew  you  came  and  went, 

Like  the   wave  in  the  pool, 
Sissy  is  a  Princess  of  sheer  delight, 
And  I  was  a  mad  fool, 

"One  kiss",  my  Indian  Princess,  I  yelled  in  deligh- 
t, 

From   those  sweet  lips  you  adorn, 
Sissy  shook  her  beautiful  black  ringlets, 
Upon  her  head  in  total  reborn, 
"Cry     out",     distant     drums,     for    the     Creator    in 
the  sky, 

Do  you  hear  them,  Sweet  Pricness  of  Mine?, 
Pounding  out  loud  in  my  heart, 
It's     time     for    the    dawn's    setting    sun,     by    the 
shadows  of  the  pine, 
Beloved  Indian  Princess  we  must  part, 
"Oh,     come     back,     come     back,     Sissy     cried     in 
vain. 

My  eyes  swollen  red,  stained  with  tears, 
The     greatest     love     I've     expressed     for     you    in 
pain, 

I  feel  myself  in  every  way  disposed  and  determin- 
ed, 

to  offer  my  soul  to  you  without  fear, 
Creat  Grandfather  bless  our  souls  with  everlasti- 
ng love, 

Take  away  the  shadows  of  confinement 
bring  on  the  lights  of  the  Creator's  Spirits, 
I'm  home  with  you  at  last... 
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NATIVE  AMERICAN  FACTS 
Squanto      greeted    the    Pilgrims    at    Plymouth    Rock 
in     1320     speaking    English     and    wearing       uropean 
breeches.    He   had   traveled   to   England   thi  -e   times 
before  the  Pilgrims  arrived. 

In  1492,  the  year  of  Columbus'  first  voyage  to 
the  new  world,  at  least  sixty  tribes  of  Native 
Americans  could  be  found  in  tne  California  area 
alone. 

During  the  Civil  War,  Native  Americans  fought 
in  uniform  for  both  the  North  and  the  South 
in  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge. 

A  radio  squad  of  the  Second  Marine  Division 
used  a  "code"  during  World  War  II  that  the  Japane- 
se could  never  break.  The  squad  consisted  of 
Navajo  Marines  and  they  used  their  native  language 
tvhen  transmitting. 
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AMERICAN  INDIAN   COMMEMORATIVE  MONTH 
SOON  TO  BE  A  REALITY 


•\  commerorative  month  honoring  American 
Indians  may  soon  be  a  reality.  On  .May  1,1990, 
a  joint  resolution  vvas  introduced  by  Senators 
Daniel  Inouye  'D-HawaiP  and  John  McCain 
I  l--\rizona*  designating  November  1990  as  Natio- 
nal   \merican  Indian  Heritage  Month. 

When  the  resolution  is  passed  by  the  Senate 
and  the  House  and  signed  by  the  President, 
this  A-ill  be  the  first  time  a  month  has  been 
set  aside  to  honor  \merican  Indians.  "Too  long 
Indians  have  lived  in  the  shadows  of  American 
society.  Indian  heritage  is  the  true  heritage 
of  our  Nation"  states  Princess  Pale  Moon,  presid- 
ent of  the  American  Indian  Heritage  Foundation 
'MHP.  She  added,  "We  need  a  way  to  draw 
trie  nation's  attention  to  the  first  people  of 
this  country."  For  more  than  4  years,  AIHF 
has  worked  to  have  a  special  time  designated 
in  whicn  all  Americans  can  join  the  Indian 
in  celebrating  their  diverse  heritage.  Much 
of  American  life  reflects  Indian  culture.  Many 
names  of  our  states,  cities,  towns  and  rivers 
are  Indian-even  our  Constitution  was  influenced 
by  the  political  system  of  various  Indian  nations. 

In  a  letter  of  support,  Barbara  Murphy, 
Tribal  Chairman  of  the  Redding  Rancheria  Tribe 
wrote,  "We  are  so  aware  in  our  country  that 
innacuracies,  stereotypes,  and  attitudes  are 
for  the  most  part  very  negative  against-  our 
people.  We  therefore  fully  support  a  national 
focus  .vhicn  will  give  us  the  opportunity  to 
enlighten  our  city  fathers  and  neighbors." 

Princess  Pale  Moon  feels  that  this  is  one 
issue  that  could  help  bring  unity  among  Indian 
people.  "We  feel  fortunate  that  we  could  have 
a  part  in  making  this  "dream  come  true.  The 
Bill  has  to  be  signed  by  the  President  four 
years  in  a  ro.v  in  order  to  make  it  an  annual 
event.  I  am  committed  to  continue  our  work 
to  push  for  a  permanent  National  \merican 
Indian  Heritage  Month."  Letters  of  support 
and  copies  of  your  congressional  request  letters 
can  be  mailed  to  the  \merican  Indian  Heritage 
Foundation,  5051  Arlington  Boulevard,  Falls 
Church,  VA.  22044,  or  call  202  Indians,  FAX 
n  703/532-1921.  'Submitted  by  George  Trombley- 
from  the  Glacier  Reporter) 


A  STORif   BY  IRON   EYES  CODY,  SR. 
submitted  by  Dennis   Kuipers 

Many  years  ago  Indian  youths  would  go  away 
in  solitude  to  prepare  for  manhood.  One  such 
youth  hiked  into  a  beautiful  valley,  green  with 
trees  and  bright  with  flowers.  There  he  fasted. 
But  on  the  third  day  as  he  looked  up  at  the 
surrounding  mountains,  he  noticed  one  tall, 
rugged  peak,  capped  with  dazzling  snow.  "I 
will  test  myself  against  that  mountain",  he 
thought.  He  put  on  his  buffalo  hide  shirt  and 
threw  his  blanket  over  his  shoulders  and  set 
off  to  climb  the  peak.  When  he  reached  the 
top  he  stood  on  the  rim  of  the  world.  He  could 
see  forever,  and  his  heart  swelled  with  pride. 
Then  he  heard  a  rustle  at  his  feet,  and  looking 
down,  he  saw  a  snake.  Before  he  could  move, 
the  snake  spoke.  "I  am  about  to  die"  said  the 
snake.  "It  is  too  cold  for  me  up  here  and  I 
am  freezing.  Put  me  under  your  shirt  and  take 
me  down  to  the  valley."  "No",  said  the  youth. 
"I  am  forewarned.  I  know  your  kind-you  are 
a  rattlesnake.  If  I  pick  you  up,  you  will  bite 
me  and  your  bite  will  kill  me."  "Not  so",  said 
the  snake.  "I  will  treat  you  differently.  If  you 
do  this  for  me,  you  will  be  special.  I  will  not 
harm  you."  The  youth  resisted  for  awhile,  but 
this  was  a  very  persuasive  snake  with  beautiful 
markings.  At  last  the  youth  tucked  it  under 
his  shirt  and  carried  it  down  to  the  valley. 
There  he  laid  it  gently  on  the  grass,  when 
suddenly  the  snake  coiled,  rattled  and  leaped, 
biting  him  on  the  leg.  "But  you  promised!", 
cried  the  youth.  "You  knew  what  I  was  when 
you  picked  me  up",  said  the  snake  as  it  slithered 
away.  And  now  wherever  I  go  I  tell  that  story. 
I  tell  it  especially  to  the  young  people  of  this 
nation  who  might  be  tempted  by  drugs.  I  want 
them  to  remember  the  words  of  the  snake: 
You  knew  what  I  was  when  you  picked  me 
up. 


********************************************** 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  HISTORY 
"As  to  the  date  for  the  arrival  of  man  into 
the  Americas,  we  know  for  certain  only  that 
Clovis  man  operated  about   12,000  years  ago 
--in  this  century  artifacts  and  sites  will 
be  found  dating  the  North  American  ancestors 
of  the  Indians  back  to  the  land  bridge  of 
40,000  years  ago.  (James  Michenor  in  "Cen- 
tennial") 
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On  Saturday,  November  5,  1933,  Oyate  Wicaho  Editor  Ted  Means  and  Yellow  Thunder 
Camp  representative  George  Tall  traveled  to  Deer  Lodge,  Montana  to  meet  with  members 
of  the  (now)  defunct  North  American  Indian  League  (N.A.I.LJ  at  the  Montana  State  Prison. 
At  that  time  an  interview  was  held  with  Gus  Gardner,  and  questions  were  raised  to  try 
and  clarify  some  of  the  problems  and  ways  Mont  na's  Native  American  people  were  addre- 
ssing those  problems  here  at  the  prison  facility. 

As  is  apparent,  this  interview  took  place  almost  3  years  ago.  The  question  yet  still 
remains,  what  has  the  State  of  Montana,  or  the  prison  Administration  here  at  Deer  Lodge, 
actually  done  during  the  past  3  years  to  justify  its  claims  that  things  have  gotten  better 
for  Native  Americans  incarcerated  here  at  MSP?  Gus  Gardner,  who  gave  the  original 
interview  in  1933,  is  still  here  today  at  the  Corrections  facility.  It  is  the  intent  of  the 
Siberian  Express  to  conduct  another  interview  with  Gus  Gardner,  in  the  "new,  improved, 
modern-day  facility"  and  see  what  actual  progress  has  been  made  in  the  efforts  by  the 
prison  and  the  State,  to  address  the  specialized  problems  and  needs  of  the  Native  Americ- 
ans confined  within  this  institution. 

The  following,  is  the  truth  of  the  "Then.. .and  Now",  and  we  will  let  the  reader  determ- 
ine for  him  or  herself  how  much  credibility  should  be  placed  in  the  politicians  and  admini- 
strators making  the  claims  that  things  have  indeed  gotten  better  for  the  Native  American 
Brothers  at  the  Montana  State  Prison.  (Fred  Perry-staff) 


Interview  with  Gus  Gardner 

Oyate  Wicaho:  I  am  here  at  Montana 
State  Prison  with  Gus  Gardner,  one  of  the 
brothers  from  the  North  American  Indian 
League.  I  would  like  to  ask  Gus  to  talk  a 
little  bit  about  the  League  and  some  of  its 
aspirations. 

Gus:  It  would  only  be  right  to  start  from 
the  beginning.  Our  Indian  people  have 
always  represented  about  25  to  30  per- 
cent of  the  population  in  this  institution. 
In  1968  some  of  the  brothers  started  to 
recognize  the  fact  that  there  was  nothing 
made  available  to  us  as  far  as  social 
rehabilitation,  and  rehabilitation  in 
general.  Everything  was  geared  towards 
a  non-Indian  philosophy  way  of  handling 
your  problems.  As  Indian  people,  we 
seem  to  look  at  things  different,  our  pro- 
blems and  such.  The  administration  did 
not  want  to  accept  anything  the  Indian 
brothers  did  as  positive  or  working 
towards  self  betterment. 

Trying  to  get  parole  out  here  for  an  In- 
dian then  was  basically  zero.  It  was  hard 
for  a  brother  to  get  out  of  here  the  way  the 
parole  system  was  set  up  because  we  had 
to  take  part  in  certain  programs  in  here 
in  order  to  be  eligible  to  go  out  on  parole. 
But  like  I  said,  there  was  nothing  geared 
towards  Indian  people. 

So  we  formed  the  North  American  In- 
dian League  and  started  initiating  our  own 
programs,  such  as  our  own  drug  and 
alcohol  programs.  We  initiated  workshops 
on  job  interviews,  and  anything  we  felt  that 
was  going  to  help  us  after  we  got  out  We 
started  working  on  getting  the  administra- 
tion to  recognize  these  programs  and  give 
us  credit  for  them  as  eligibility  towards 
parole  requirements 


The  North  American  Indian  League  has 
always  had  a  strong  spiritual  awareness 
of  our  traditions  and  spirituality  We  try  to 
maintain  our  past  moral  standard  as  far 
as  unity,  brotherhood,  and  helping  one 
another. 

As  years  progressed,  the  Indian  League 
initiated  a  program  where  we  finally  got 
an  Indian  counselor  established  here  in 
1973  We  initiated  another  Indian  diversion 
project  It  was  a  project  set  up  and  fund- 
ed   by    L.E.A.A.,    for    us    to    hire    two 

counselors,  aside  from  the  regular  institu- 
tional counselor.  Our  program  was  fund- 
ed for  three  years,  and  it  showed  positive 
results,  as  far  as  resistivism  and  alcohol 
and  drug  rehabilitation  went.  In  the  past 
three  years  the  Indian  counselor  position 
was  eliminated,  and  five  years  ago  our  In- 
dian diversion  project  lost  its  funding,  so 
we  are  una*'"  to  hire  extra  Indian 
counselors  stands  now  we  don't 

have  any  rt  entation  at  the  parole 
board  level. 

Basically  tht*  North  American  Indian 
League  has  developed  its  own  social  pro- 
grams to  help  Native  American  in- 
dividuals better  themselves  while  they  are 
in  here.  We  initiated  a  landscaping  pro- 
ject here  under  special  projects  funds.  We 
initiated  recreational  programs,  boxing 
projects,  and  Indian  basketball  tour- 
naments, which  are  strictly  funded 
through  the  North  American  Indian 
League  body  members.  We  have  funtion- 
ed  basically  in  a  positive  direction  without 
any  assistance  whatsoever  from  the  ad- 
ministration. We  have  just  ourselves  and 
the  support  that  we  get  from  people  from 
the  outside,  our  relatives,  friends,  and 
people  we  have  come  into  contact  with 


We  are  striving  to  establish  a  good  solid 
spiritual  program  here  for  the  brothers. 
We  had  problems  back  in  1974  with  us  be- 
ing able  to  grow  long  hair,  having  Indian 
pictures  on  the  walls  and  they  would  not 
let  us  have  medicine  bags,  pipes,  or 
tobacco  that  was  given  to  us  by  our 
spiritual  leaders.  Our  tobacco  and  other 
sacred  objects  were  questioned  and 
analyzed,  this  is  the  type  of  ignorance  we 
had  to  deal  with.  What  has  kept  us 
together  and  kept  us  going  is  our  oneness 
with  the  Great  Spirit  and  we  let  him  guide 
us  in  everything  we  do 

The  inmates  in  here  as  a  whole  have 
gotten  control  of  their  own  monies,  the 
monies  that  they  have  in  their  individual 
accounts  have  been  set  aside  from  the 
prison  administration's  account  and  put 
into  a  separate  account,  and  we  draw  in- 
terest off  this  account.  We  have  brought 
three  different  Certificate  of  Deposits  that 
we  also  draw  to  establish  an  Indian  Law 

Library.  We  are  in  the  process  of  trying  to 
get  the  administration  to  start  some  sort 
of  Native  American  Studies  program.  We 
are  also  pushing  the  Indian  counselor's 
position  to  be  refunded  We  are  also  look- 
ing for  funding  for  a  spiritual  consultant 
type  of  an  individual  This  is  what  the 
1  North  American  Indian  League  is  work- 
ing on  aside  from  our  own  personal  con- 
cerns, such  as  discrimination  suits  and 
parole  eligibility  The  League  is  basically 
concerned  with  every  individual's  pro- 
blems in  here.  We  try  to  handle  everyone's 
situation,  such  as  a  guy  coming  up  for 
parole,  we  help  them  put  a  parole  plan 
together.  Sometimes  there  is  a  stipulation 
they  might  have  to  meet,  or  they  might 
have  to  be  accepted  by  an  alcohol  pro- 
gram even  before  they  leave  here,  so  we 
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help  set  that  up  for  them  This  administra- 
tion will  not  do  that  for  us.  They  very 
seldom  do  it  for  their  own  people,  much 
less  for  us. 

Oyate  Wicaho:  Gus,  could  you  talk 
about  the  problems  that  the  Indian  in- 
mates have  in  here  in  terms  of  classifica- 
tion and  where  they  are  housed?  I  was 
told  that  the  administration  was 
attempting  to  split  the  Indians  up.  Could 
you  talk  about  those  problems? 

Gus:  We  have  two  classification 
statuses  in  this  administration,  one  is  clos- 
ed classification  and  the  other  is  medium 
classification.  There  is  a  lot  of  disparity 
the  Indian  inmates  have  in  here  in  terms 
of  classification  and  where  they  are  hous- 
ed 

Oyate  Wicaho  I  was  told  that  the  ad- 
ministration was  attempting  to  split  the  In- 
dians up  Could  you  talk  about  those 
problems? 

Gus:  There  are  diffeiences  in  the  way 
they  interpret  their  policies  There  is  a  grid 
system  set  up  to  where  it  all  depends  on 
how  much  time  you  have  when  you  come 
in  and  what  type  of  crime  you  committed, 
this  basically  determines  what  classifica- 
tion status  you  are  going  to  be  in. 

We  have  a  lot  of  brothers  that  are 
classified  to  the  closed  classification  that 
should  not  be  there,  according  to  their 
time  They  are  living  up  to  the  policies  of 


the  administration  but  yet  they  are  being 
denied  the  right  to  advance  to  their 
classification  status.  On  the  other  hand 
you  have  got  a  lot  of  non-Indians  that  are 
not  eligible  for  the  medium  classification 
status,  but  are  there  anyway 

We  are  having  trouble  with  our  sweet 
grass  The  guards  are  accusing  us  of 
covering  up  marijuana  and  liquor  smells 
Being  the  Indian  people  that  we  are  and 
the  respect  that  we  have  for  our  sacred 
material,  we  would  never  use  it  in  that 
way  Yet  this  is  something  that  goes  on  our 
records  as  us  doing,  we  go  through  a  lot 
of  this  kind  of  harassment.  There  have 
been  times  in  prayer  meetings  when  they 
have  come  in  and  checked  our  tobacco, 
and  had  it  analyzed  Being  spiritual  peo- 
ple it  gets  us  mad,  but  more  or  less  we 
have  to  grit  our  teeth  and  endure  the  ig- 
norance that  they  have  towards  our 
religion.  In  prayer  one  of  the  main  goals 
that  we  would  like  to  see  the  Great  Spirit 
do  for  us  is  open  up  these  people's  minds, 
open  up  their  hearts,  and  make  them  see 
the  good  things  that  we  are  doing 

Oyate  Wicaho:  Gus,  could  you  give  us 
your  age  and  where  you  come  from,  and 
how  much  time  you  are  looking  at? 

Gus:  I  grew  up  in  Prior, 
Montana,  on  the  Crow 
Reservation.       I       am       part 


Crow  and  part  Lakota. 
My  mother  is  from  Rosebud, 
South  Dakota.  Growing 
up  I  spent  a  lot  of  time 
with  my  dad,  a  traditional 
Native  American  Church 
member.  Through  this  I 
was  able  to  see  a  lot  of 
ceremonies,  and  participate 
in  sweat  lodges.  I  have 
also  participated  in  the 
Sacred  Sun  Dance.  I  am 
38  years  old  and  I've  been 
in  this  prison  for  13  years. 

At  this  time  I  would 
like  to  direct  a  message 
to  our  youth.  I  would  like 
to  express  to  them  that 
we  all  have  a  duty  to 
seek  out  our  own  power, 
and  relate  it  to  the  Great 
Spirit,  and  to  help  our 
people  the  way  the  Great 
Spirit  wants  us  to.  We 
have  to  realize  that  we 
have  to  start  doing  thing* 
for  our  people,  rather  than 
ourselves. 


NOW 


The  following  is  an  interview  done  with  an  older,  and  wiser,  Gus  Gardner,  pertaining 
to  matters  concerning  the  development  of  Native  American  prisoner  programming  and 
cultural  program  availabilities  here  at  the  Montana  State  Prison.  This  interview  was  condu- 
cted by  Fred  Perry  representing  "The  Siberian  Express",  a  quarterly  prison  public  informati- 
on magazine,  as  an  effort  to  inform  the  Montana  State  Legislature  as  to  the  status  of 
Native  Americans  here  at  the  Deer  Lodge  Men's  Correctional  Facility.  This  interview 
was  conducted  in  the  High-Side  Prison  Library  on  9/18/90. 

Sib.  Exp:  Gus,"  what  has  taken  place  here  at  the  prison,  as  relates  to  the  North  Ameri- 
can   Indian    League    since    11-5-83?    Gus:    N.A.I.L.,    a   social    and   political    organiztion,    was 
dissolved    and    "The    Prayer    Warriors    Society",    a    religious    organization,    was    established. 
This  was  done  with  the  approval  of  the  N.A.I.  Board  of  Directors  and  the  Indian  populatio- 
n.   The   reason   for   this  move  was  to  pursue  strictly  a  religious  purpose.   In  a  place  where 
rehabilitation    is   supposed    to   be   so   important,    we    felt    we   could   benefit   more   from   our 
Cultural,    traditional,    and   Spiritual   ways,    as   opposed   to   a   social   and   political   game.   Sib. 
Exp.:    What    kinds   of   allowances   has   the    prison    made    for    this   new   organiztion?    Gus:    In 
December    1983,    we    were   allowed   to   build  and  conduct  our   first  Sweat   Lodge  Ceremony. 
Several    Tribal    Elders    were    allowed    in    to    assist    us    in    the    Ceremony.    Pipe    Ceremonies 
were   also   allowed,    but   on   a   very   limited   basis.    Religious   articles,    feathers,   Sage,   Sweet 
Grass,    tobacco,    Medicine    Bags,    etc.,    were    allowed    in.    Various    Tribal    Elders    (Medicine 
Menl    are    allowed    to    come    in    and    conduct    ceremonies    for    us.    Even    though    the   prison 
has  made  certain  allowances,  it  is  very  little  according  to  what  could  be  \ione.  We  apprec- 
iate   what   we  have  been  able   to  do,   but   we  also   feel   there  is  a  lot   more  that   could  be 
offered  along  the  lines  of  better  understanding  and  assistance. 
Sib.    Exp.:    In    what    way   could    the   prison   assist   the   Prayer   Warriors?    Gus:    First   of   all, 
try  to  be  a  little  more  understanding.  We  are  the  most  misunderstood  and  least  understood 
people    in    the   prison.    That's   a    wonder    because   of   all   the  books   that   have   been   written 
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and  rewritten  about  Indian  people.  Secondly,  the  prison  should  hire  a  Medicine  Man  'Priest 
and/or  counselor.  The  prison  would  not  be  changing  any  of  their  existing  programs-instead, 
they  would  be  maknig  additions.  \  very  justifiable  addition  at  that,  because  or  the  large 
number  of  Indian  inmates  here  in  the  prison.  Indians  make  up  about  IT'-  of  the  prison 
population,  as  opposed  to  4.7%  of  the  Stated  population.  Does  that  mean  Indians  are 
responsible  for  20%  of  the  crime  in  Montana? 

Sib.  Exp.:  What  are  some  of  the  goals  of  the  Prayer  Warriors?  Gus:  Our  main  goal 
is  to  offer  a  way  for  Indian  inmates  to  get  back  in  touch  with  themselves,  and  to  gain 
a  better  understanding  of  what  being  an  Indian  is  all  about.  The  rehabilitative  qualities 
ingrained  in  our  religion  are  very  apparent  and  can  not  be  denied.  If  there  is  anything 
wrong  with  us,  which  society  believes  there  is,  we  can  fix  that.  We  can  fix  ourselves. 
When  your  Chevy  is  broken,  do  you  take  it  to  a  Ford  dealership  to  get  it  fixed?  Only 
an  Indian  can  fix  an  Indian.  The  A.D.S.P.  group  here  at  Deer  Lodge  was  started  by  an 
Indian,  with  an  Indian  concept.  Where  is  that  program  now?  Who  was  responsible  for 
the  College  of  Great  Falls  offering  their  services  here?  I  believe  Indians  have  proven 
themselves  worthy  of  determining  their  own  destiny.  We  have  always  strived  to  not  only 
better  ourselves,  but  also  the  conditions  around  us.  The  Prayer  Warriors  Society  over 
the  past  3  years  have  established  and  maintained  a  credible  program.  At  this  time,  we 
are  still  attempting  to  up-grade  our  religious  activities.  We  have  met  with  the  Tribal  Chai- 
rmans  Association,  the  Montana  Cultural  Committee,  the  Montana  Coordinator  on  Indian 
Affairs,  and  the  prison  Administration  and  expressed  our  concerns.  Everyone  seems  to 
be  very  responsive,  but  only  time  will  tell  if  we  have  truly  made  any  headway.  In  any 
event,  things  have  got  to  get  better,  they  could  not  get  any  worse,  especially  considering 
that  we  started  with  little  or  nothing.  Si.  Exp.:  Why  is  it  that  Indians  receive  stiffer 
sentences  than  non-Indians?  Gus:  They  must  feel  that  we  are  the  people  that  can  handle 
alot  of  time.  'ChuckleL  Sib.  Exp.:  Well  then,  why  is  it  that  Indians  do  more  time  in 
prison  than  non-Indians  with  the  same  or  similar  crimes?  Gus:  Who  knows.  Sib.  Exp.: 
What  are  some  of  the  problems  you  have  here  with  prison  policies  as  opposed  to  other 
religions  and  their  activities?  Gus:  There  is  a  double-standard  that  exists,  but  I  was  advised 
by  my  Elders  "to  never  get  cross-ways,  vith  other  religions",  so  I'll  not  get  into  that 
stuff.  The  biggest  problem  we  face  is  ignorance.  That's  not  just  other  people's  ignorances, 
but  our  own  ignorance  as  well.  It  is  very  easy  to  criticize  and  talk  bad  about  someone 
or  some  situation  but  it  is  not  worth  the  effort.  It  never  accomplishes  anything  to  compla- 
in about  something  we  have  no  control  over.  What  little  that  we  do  have,  we  have  control 
over,  so  that  is  very  satifying.  We  don't  have  as  many  problems  as  we  did  when  we  first 
began,  so  that's  somewhat  enlightening.  To  an  extent,  we  feel  our  prayers  are  being  answ- 
ered, and  that  is  good  enough  for  us.  Sib.  Exp.:  Gus,  do  you  have  any  idea  why  most 
Indian  people  here  at  Deer  Lodge  remain  on  the  High  Security  side  of  the  prison?  Gus: 
Again,  who  knows?  Sib.  Exp.:  Do  you  havr  -my  idea  how  many  Indian  people  are  participat- 
ing in  State  Work  Release,  or  in  the  te  Pre-Release/Half-Way  House  Programs?  Gus: 
No,  I  don't  have  any  idea  of  the  numb  .  s  in  those  areas.  Sib.  Exp.:  Is  there  anything 
else  you  would  like  to  say  before  we  conclude-  this  interview?  Gus:  Yes.  We  have  and 
believe  in  something  that  is  much  more  powerful  than  any  human  being  can  ever  inmagine, 
so  no  matter  how  impatient  we  get  at  times,  I  know  we  can  overcome  any  obstacle; 
and  things  will  work  out  for  the  best  for  everyone  concerned.  Our  prayers  and  ideals 
.vill  prevail;  our  Elders  have  told  us  this.  Our  'Elders  have  always  guided  and  instructed 
us,  and  as  long  as  we  continue  to  follow  their  direction,  we  can  not  fail.  Everything 
about  our  whole  being,  ,ve  owe  to  our  Medicine  Men,  for  they  are  the  leaders  of  our 
lives.  This  is  known  as  "The  Red  Road". 

The    Siberian    Expresss    wishes    to    thank    Gus    Gardner    for    his    sharing    of    his    time    and 
thoughts  with   us,   and   his   allowing   us   to   use  his   words  in  the  effort  to  establish  a  better 
understanding  of  some  of  the  barriers  of  ignorance  that  exist,  so  that  in  time  those  hinde- 
rances  of  men  may  no  longer  be.   'Fred  Perry-staff) 


r->ih^-<. 


PAGF    I ! • 
NATIVE  AMERICAN   DAZE-FRACTURED  CARTOONS  BY  WILD  BILL 


"The   native   inhabitants   want   to  do  business; 

they'll     trade     Mt.     St.     Helens,    Three    Mile 

Island,     and     the     LaBrae    Tar     Pits     for     40      Send  this:  "Let  Lewis  and  Clark  pass  unhar- 

muskets,     20     canons,     and     a     super     bomb      med.  Two  white  honkies  can  cause  no  troubl- 

to  be  named  at  a  later  date"  e." 


"That    smart    ass    always    calls    a    Red    Alert 
when  I'm  taking  a  bath." 


It  says,  "All  white  men  invited  to  big  whoo- 
p-de-do on  Little  Big  Horn,  June  25th." 


lil:  .    Mll-lliH     'ill. 


Mflii.4 


"Damn   it,    Noah;    I   told  you   not  to  kid  that 
Sioux  medicine  man  about  his  rain  dance." 


"They  call  themselves  'pilgrims'.  What  is 
a  pilgrim?  They  want  to  mine  gold  in  the 
Black  Hills.  Where  in  hell  are  the  Black 
Hills?" 
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WORK  FURLOUGH-WORK  RELEASE 

by  Fred  Perry 

The  Montana  State  Prison  Work  Furlough-Work 
Release  program  was  originated  in  years  past 
by  a  prison  support  group  that  operated  out 
of  the  old  prison  in  downtown  Deer  Lodge. 
The  name  of  this  group  was  "Coffee  with  a 
Con",  and  was  sponsored  by  the  Montana  League 
of  Women  Voters.  In  those  days  weekly  meetings 
were  held,  and  the  legislators  and  legislator's 
wives  came  to  the  prison  to  discuss  directly 
with  inmates  problems  that  were  had  by  men 
upon  release  from  prison. 

When  asked  what  the  main  problems  of 
the  days  consisted  of,  it  was  generally  agreed 
by  all  concerned  that  the  main  problem  for 
inmates  trying  to  re-integrate  themselves  back 
in  to  society  after  years  of  incarceration  was 
the  fact  that  prison  had  made  them  dysfunction- 
al in  terms  of  everyday  duties  and  responsibiliti- 
es that  most  free  citizens  take  as  a  matter 
of  course.  This  in  turn  would  lead  to  frustration 
of  the  inmate,  which  would  then  lead  to  a 
man  giving  up  his  parole  plan  because  it  seemed 
impossible  to  achieve.  The  end  resulting  in 
parole  revocation  and  return  to  the  prison, 
thus  increasing  the  recidivism  rate.  Work  Furlou- 
gh and  Work  Release  was  the  program  designed 
to  allieviate  this  problem. 

The  Work  Release  program  at  that  time 
was  written  to  take  in  to  consideration  the 
needs  of  the  'long  term'  prisoner  who  had  been 
in  many  cases  away  from  society  for  a  number 
of  years.  It  was  designed  to  re-teach  men  how 
to  function  normally  over  a  period  of  time; 
give  them  a  realistic  chance  to  get  their  lives 
together  and  truly  make  it  in  the  free  world. 

Due   to   the   population   increase   here   at  Deer 
Lodge,     this    concept    has    been    abandoned.    The 
major     players     in     today's     Work     Furlough     ar 
Work     Release     programs     are     young     first-ti; 
offenders     who    have     very    short     sentences,     c 
in    fact    have   never   done   a   single   day   of    'har^ 
time'    for    their    crime.    The    men    and    problems 
for     which     the     original     program     was    intended 
find    themselves    stuck    in    the    same    ole    rut    of 
no     way     to     re-integrate     after     a     long     period 
of  incarceration  because  they  have  been  displaced 
by     the     current     population     boom     of     youthful 
first-offenders.  Even  the  vaunted  'Halfway  Hous- 
e'     programs    are    constantly    rejecting    the    long 
term    prisoner    in    favor    of    a    twenty    year    old 
doing     five     years     for     a     non-dangerous    crime. 
"Where    is    the    man    who   has   served    10-15   years 
behind    bars    supposed    to    go    get     the    help    he 
needs     to    have     a    realistic     chance     at     making 
it  in  the  free  world? 


The  administrators  of  the  prison  system 
here  in  Montabna  should  get  their  act  together 
because  99.9%  of  all  prisoners  eventually  return 
to  society.  I  don't  know  about  you,  but  I  sure 
don't  want  to  run  in  to  a  dude .  who's  done 
15  years  with  a  .44  magnum  in  his  pocket  and 
no  . knowledge  of  how  to  lead  a  normal  life 
or  work  at  a .  regular  job.  Think  about  it.  Your 
loved  ones  are  the  folks  who  are  going  to  pay 
in  the  future  for  the  mishandling  of  these  Work 
Furlough  and  Work  Release  programs. 

THE  FRACTURED 
SARDINE  CAN 
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First  Class  Garden 


Top:    As   big    a   garden   as   the   law   allows  -   ano 
its  creator. 

Middle:  One  of  the  many  flower  gardens  at 
Close  Unit  III. 

Bottom:  From  L-R:  Dave  Depue,  Mr.  Lou  Alex-i 
ander,  and  Bobby  "Turtle"  Stratton  doing  th^ 
garden  work  that  won  them  1st.  Place  in  thii 
year's  landscaping  contest.  Just  like  the  "upper-j 
crust  magazine"  the  Siberian  Express  is,  we 
show  the  entire  world  that  our  Yard  Crew 
can  hang  with  even  the  "rich  folks'"  landscapers, 
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MEMORIAL  DAY  FLAG  SERVICE 

3y:   Ken  Anderson 

On  May  28,  1990,  the  Montana  State  Prison 
Vets  on  the  low  side  recognized  the  Memorial 
Day  holiday  and  what  it  stands  for  by  remember- 
ing those  that  have  died  fighting  for  this  country 
f/e  call  'America'.  In  the  early  morning  hours, 
to  the  sound '  of  'Taps',  Old  Glory  was  cerimoni- 
ously  carried  in  by  a  formation  of  MSP  Veterans 
to  the  flag  pole.  After  raising  her  to  the  top, 
she  was  lowered  to  half-mast  in  honor  of  all 
those  soldiers  who  weren't  fortunate  enough 
to  have  survived  the  battles  and  wars  in  which 
they  fought. 

Many  of  us  only  see  Memorial  Day  as 
another  three-day- weekend,  and  don't  take  the 
time  to  really  think  about  what  it  stands  for. 
In  this  day  and  age  of  questioning  government 
(especially  when  locked  up  in  here),  we  tend 
to  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  had  it  not  been 
for  the  common  man  going  out  into  the  field 
and  fighting  for  our  right  to  govern  ourselves, 
there's  no  telling  what  our  country  might  be 
like  today;  whether  it  would  be  the  'America' 
we  know  of,  or  even  if  we  would  be  here  to 
know.  Though  all  vets  (both  living  and  dead), 
may  not  always  be  remembered  by  the  American 
people  as  a  whole,  nor  fully  recognized  for 
their  accomplishments  and  their  sacrifices, 
they  are  always  remembered  their  fellow  soldiers 
-  their  brothers  in  arms. 

Such  was  the  case  on  May  28,  1990,  when 
MSP  Vets  D.  Coburn,  K.  Garden,  R.  Skates, 
3.  Leininger,  D.  Martin,  A.  McHugh,  R.  Smith, 
R.  Mudd,  J.  French,  M.  Leno,  J.  Korrell,  H. 
Lankford,  and  B.  Biehle  placed  the  Stars  and 
Stripes  on  the  pole  to  fly  at  half-mast  in  memo- 
ry of  those  that  have  died  fighting  for  the 
rights  we  have  come  to  take  for  granted. 
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"NOT  FORGOTTEN" 


Above:  The  Low  Side  Vets  group  who  participau 
in  the  Memorial  Day  flag  service  at  attentici 
and  raising  Old  Glory. 

Left:  Low  Yard  Crew  workers  Ray  Olson  aic 
Andy  Sunday  amidst  their  flower  beds  in  tfc 
Wallace  Building  courtyard. 
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Above:  Hot  Steaks  comin'  off 
the  grill  at  the  MVivl  Labor  Day 
Picnic 

*##*****************#**********#k***s**#x******#**   Above:    Lots    of    happy    kids    at    the 

*  Low     Side     Visiting     Room's     "Back 

*  To      School      Party".      Below:      Red 
a************************************************  Sterner,    Jimmy   Romero,   and  Robert 

*  Huffer  puttin'  on  the  party. 
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Above  and  Below:  Chem.  Dep.  ITU  cubes  took  to  the  *  Below:  Ricky  "Upstate"  Thorpe 
court  in  combat;  how  referees  Chuck  Pronteau  and  Dave  *  motorin'  Alvin  Latray  around  the 
Smith  kept  control  will  never  be  known.  Final  outcome  *  track  in  the  water  wheelbarrow 
-  well,  they're  all  still  alive  as  far  as  we  know.  *  race    during    the    Low    Side's    Labor 

Day  festivities. 


Top  Left:  Fun  in  the  sun  on  the  High  Side,  as  (L-R1  Wayne  Walksnice,  Arnold  Brady,  Bill  Smock, 
Paul  Bad  Horse,  Lars  Rock  Roads,  and  Dan  White  Wolf  catch  some  rays.  Top  Right:  Three  of  the 
"No-Dominoest-PlayV-Dudes  on  the  High  Side...  L-R:  Jim  Hickey,  Ken  Harker,  and  Gary  Radi. 


Center:  Here  we  have  Carey  Webster  defensing  the  entire  basketball  court  against  all  those  other 
players,  while  Kenny  Comeslast  is  looking  for  the  ball  to  shoot  one  of  his  famous  3's.  Bottom  Left: 
Destiny  II,  featuring  L-R,  Tracy  Jorgenson  Qead^,  Ed  Granado  (vocals^,  Lenny  Hovis  fbass),  and  Jodi 
Westland  'rythynA..and  it's  too  far  back  to  know  for  sure  just  who  that  drummer  is  'HaH.  The  music 
was  great  from  all  the  bands  that  played  for  the  Fourth  of  July  concert. ..Travis  Owens  said  to 
be  sure  to  mention  his  band  -  the  one  and  only  "Whiplash"  though  they  aren't  pictured.  Bottom 
Right:  More  fun  in  the  sun  on  the  4th  with  'L-R>:  Steve  Keith,  Moon,  Billy  Monger,  Fritz  Krantz, 
Jessie  Crowder,  and  John  Shea. 
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Telemarketing 

No  wonder  nobody  can  find  Mon- 
tana...The  Vacation  Montana  Tele- 
marketing Crew...L-R:  Tim  Jones, 
Phil  Mendicino,  Mike  Pambrun, 
Steve  Smith,  and  one  of  their 
supervisors  -  Dorothy  Christenson. 


Visiting  Room 

Here's     one     of     the     reasons     why 
all      the     kids     who     visit     here     at  | 
the     Hi^h    Side    just     love    to    come  ^H 
-    free    cake,    pop,    and    candy.    L-R:  I 
Billy     Monger,     Terry     Schatz,     Tom  jfj 
Garcia,     Joe    Buckman,     and    CKficer  | 
Hoyt   keep   a  close  eye  on  all   those 
goodies. 


Library  Crew 

^Pictured  here  are  those  stalwart 
'souls  that  make  sure  we  of  the 
High  Side  have  books  to  read. 
L-R:  Lyin'  Les,  Bobo  Brown,  Pat 
Broderick,  and  that  60  year  old 
[sex  symbol  -  Bobby  Sales. 


THE  BOYS  OF  SUMMER  A.    LaVallie    and    T.    Wood    each    had    9    to    lea] 

PAGE  18  the     field.     Ken     Anderson    and    Steve    Post    tie 

by:  Kenneth  Anderson  for   tops   in   the   batting   avg.   column   with  .692V 

while  Daren  Olson  and  Mike  C.'s  .638's,  alom 
with  Dennis  Munroe's  .315  rounded  out  th! 
.600  club.  Thanks  to  the  High  Side  for  puttin 
the  tourney  together,  and  to  the  two  outsid 
teams  for  coming  in. 

Congratulations  are  in  order  for  Denn| 
Plouffe,  who  unanimously  receives  the  "Coaci 
of  the  Year"  award;  Denny  finished  with  twi 
first  place  finishes,  and  two  seconds  -  in  th 
money  every  time.  Good  going,  Denny. 

A  special  thanks  to  all  the  umpires  ar 
statisticians;  without  their  time  and  effor 
none  of  this  would  have  been  possible.  Mar 
will  spend  the  long  winter  waiting  for  the  sprir 
thaw,  and  the  sound  of  Round  Man's  voic 
as  he  yells,  "Play  ball!"  To  all  who  playe 
umpired,  or  just  watched,  thanks,  and  see  yc 
next  year. 


Once  again  the  long  days  of  summer  have 
wound  down,  and  with  their  passage  also  goes 
another  abseball  season  into  the  books  here 
at  MSP.,  This  past  summer,  the  Low  Side  put 
in  two  slow  pitch  seasons,  one  fast  pitch,  and 
had  an  all-star  team  participate  in  -  and  win, 
the  High  Side  sponsored  MSP  Invitational  Slow 
Pitch  Tournament.  Though  participation  was 
down  considerably  from  last  year,  the  competi- 
tion most  definitely  wasn't,  as  five  teams  vied 
for  the  first  half  slow  pitch  title,  and  six  for 
the  second.  Fast  pitch  did  suffer  on  the  Low 
Side,  but  only  due  to  a  lack  of  pitchers;  there 
were  many  other  players  who  didn't  get  a  chance 
to  play  because  of  this.  Maybe  next  year  there 
will  be  a  little  more  fast  pitch  action. 

The  first  half  title  in  slow  pitch  was 
taken  by  Anton  Merrill's  team  when  they  upset 
the  highly  favored  team  coached  by  Deny  Plouffe 
in  the  tournament.  Though  a  rematch  between 
the  two  in  the  second  half  tournament  never 
took  place,  Plouffe's  team  went  all  the  way 
the  second  time,  beating  a  team  consisting 
mostly  of  Low  Side  Yard  Workers  in  the  champ- 
ionship game.  Without  a  doubt  there  were  some 
rivalries  established  for  those  who  will  still 
be  here  next  year,  and  hopefully  we  will  be 
able  to  field  a  few  more  teams  than  we  had 
this  year. 

The  Low  Side  fast  pitch  title  was  decided 
in  a  five  game  series  which,  to  the  surprise 
of  some,  went  the  distance.  After  Anderson's 
team  won  the  first  two  games,  Plouffe's  team 
refused  to  be  swept,  and  fought  back  to  even 
the  series  at  two  games  apiece.  The  fifth  and 
final  game  was  won  by  Anderson's  team  as 
they  captured  the  Low  Side  fast  pitch  trophies. 

The  1990  softball  season  was  closed  on 
a  good  note  for  Low  Side  sluggers,  as  they 
won  the  MSP  Invitational  Tourney  sponsored 
by  the  High  Side.  Four  teams  participated  in 
the  double  elimination  tourney:  MSP  High  and 
Low  All  Stars,  Wally's  Bar,  and  Ray's  Place. 
After  the  "Plouffe-coached"  Low  All  Stars  advan- 
ced to  the  finals  on  two  straight  wins  over 
the  outside  teams,  Wally's  Bar  worked  their 
way  back  through  the  loser's  bracket,  and  beat 
the  Low  All  Stars,  forcing  a  second  championship 
round  game.  In  the  final,  fine  defensive  efforts 
were  turned  in  by  both  teams  as  the  Low  Side 
prevailed,  9-7.  Tourney  MVP  awards  went 
to  Archie  LaVallie  from  the  Low  All  Stars, 
and  Tom  Wood  from  Wally's.  Duane  Mitchell 
took  the  home  run  title  with  3,  and  Dave  Oppelt 
was  the  runner-up  with  two  'D.  Merrit  from 
Wally's  had  the  only  grand  slamU  In  the  RBI 
Dept.,    D.    Merrit    had    11,    D.    Mitchell    10,    and 
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Top  Left:  Anton  Merril's  Low  Side  Slow  Pitch  Champs  from  the  first  half  season.  Top  Right: 
Denny  Plouffe's  team,  which  captured  the  Memorial  Day  fast  pitch  tourney,  second  place  in  the 
first  half  of  slow  pitch,  and  first  place  in  the  second  half  of  slow  pitch.  Note:  Al  Colvin  was 
traded  to  Merril's  team  before  the  second  half  for  Duane  Mitchell  -  who  isn't  pictured  here. 
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Center:    MSP    Invitational   Tournament    MVP's   Archie   La  Vallie   from   the  Low   AH   Stars,    and  Tom 
"Woody"  Wood   from   Wally's  Bar.   Bottom  Left:  MSP  Tourney  winners  -  Low  Side    Ml  Stari,.   Q* 
Right:    MSP   Tourney   runner's  up   -   Wally's   Bar.    Pictured   at   top   -  opposite   page:   Those   fine 
Side   umps   and   scorekeepers   'L-R\    "Dizzy"   Gillespie,    Gary   "Round  Man"  Carlson,   C.  "You're 
Here   Pal"   Red   Sterner,    Jeff  "Who  Says  I  Can't  Make  Calls  With  These  Shades  On?"  Part:  In     i  id 
Ron   "Oh,   That's   An   Error"  Secrist.    Opposite   Page,    Bottom:    Ken   Anderson's   Low  Side   Fast    Pitch 
Champs  (Way  to  hide  in  the  shadows,  DaveM. 
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